
John Dickinson IB MYP - Performing Arts 
Description of Classes & Ensembles 

 

The John Dickinson Music Ensembles are a wonderful chance for students to gain performance experience and 
musical knowledge.  As elective classes, students have additional expectations placed on them compared to 

the Performing Arts classes, so please be sure to read through the Descriptions of Classes and Ensembles 
document before completing this form. 

 

Highlights 
1). Every student has theatre and music instruction as an IB requirement.  The default class is called 

Performing Arts and it is awesome! 
2). Students can elect Chorus or Band to focus their area of musical study, everyone still studies theatre. 
3). Chorus and Band have extra requirements that students and families must commit to outside of school 

and are more difficult classes then the Performing arts class. 
4). Band has specific instrument requirements.  Not all student requests will be honored. 
5). Students interested in an ensemble must choose between Band and Chorus.   
 

Please read through the descriptions about the options for performance classes for next year.  If you are 
interested in either chorus or band, please fill out the information on the student form.  Questions, email 
Mr. R @ nicholas.ronaghan@redclay.k12.de.us  
 

Overview 

Students enrolled in the John Dickinson International Baccalaureate program during their middle 
school years are required to have one course a year in performance arts instruction.  However, 
families get to choose which path or coursework students pursue.  The recommended course for most 
students is the Performing Arts classes.  Performing Arts is like no music or theatre appreciation class 
you’ve seen.  The classes are designed to get students out of their seats and performing as much as 
possible.  Everyone in the class experiences acting, public speaking, singing, and the opportunity to 
learn an instrument, leading to group presentations and performing student-created 
work.  Performing Arts meets every day for one semester. 

 

There are also music ensemble opportunities for dedicated students who already know they want to 
focus on music more than theatre instruction (although some theatre instruction will be covered as 
time permits).  Students will experience performance opportunities and instruction specific to their 
chosen musical path.  The goal is to help students become independent musicians with an ever-
increasing skillset.  Students in the ensembles are expected to practice and perform individually for a 
grade and have access to practice space at home.  Ensemble members will work on their individual 
craft so that the whole group can perform at the highest level.  Ensembles have mandatory evening 
concerts throughout the year with a formal dress requirement.  If you are up for the challenge, please 
read about the ensemble options below.  Ensembles meet every other day for the full school year. 

 

*Please note that students are not locked in for all three years of instruction based on what families choose 
in sixth grade.  For example, a student may try out for Chorus for the first time in seventh or eighth 
grade, or could switch from Concert Band to Performing Arts. 

 

Chorus 

 Chorus is an audition-based class for students in all three grades who are dedicated to developing 
their vocal skills in an ensemble setting.  Students will learn a wide variety of vocal literature while 
developing their individual and ensemble vocal technique.  Additionally, students will learn about 
notation and sight-reading through the Solfege System, music history, performance practice, and 
other items from the Performing Arts curriculum.   

 

Concert Band 

Concert Band is the instrumental ensemble for the department.  The band classes are for students 
who are dedicated to developing their instrumental playing skills in an ensemble setting.  Students 
need to complete a playing assessment before being placed into a band class.  Members will learn a 
variety of instrumental literature while developing their playing technique.  Additionally, students 
will receive instruction on reading notation, music history, performance practice, and other items 
from the Performing Arts curriculum.  Students do not need prior experience to become a member of 
Concert Band.  Band members are expected to furnish their own consumables, such as reeds, oil, 
cleaning supplies, and methods books.  However, the department does have a limited number of 
instruments to loan to students. 
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